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LoweAlpine

TFX Summit 65+15 |£200

Could this pump-action gadget give you the best-fitting backpack ever?

et's faceit, folks, each and
Levery oneof usis a different

size and shape. So expecting
onerucksack to fitus all is about as
likely as being able to pack a rucksack
fora week of walking that weighs
less than 5kg. Yet one manufacturer
hopes to change that perception.

Forthefirsttime, Lowe Alpine
has released a rucksack that can
be moulded to yourbody shape
whileyou are wearing it. All you
haveto dois pumpitup and the
padding expands to fityour body, no
matter what shapeitis. Sounds
fantastic, doesn'tit? Butdoes it
actually work? | took a trip to the
Kendal offices of Lowe Alpine to get
acquainted with this latest
innovation in backpacking.

Firstly, my back length was
measured and the rucksack's back
length was adjusted accordingly.
Then | putiton and the hip and
shoulder straps were also adjusted.
This was incredibly simple and itis
this that | really appreciated. The
unique feature of this ‘sackis the
Torso Fit back system which allows
you to alter the lumbar pad to suit
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yourown back profile. You pump up
ahipbelt bulb to feel the increased
size of the lumbarpad, or hold it
pressed in to release the pressure.

I'm a cynical sort of chap these
days, having seen enough ‘life-
changing’ideas to make me wonder
why | am still having to wear a
rucksack atall. Surely there must be a
better method of hauling gearacross
the mountains by now!So | loaded
the pack with tents and sleeping
bags and went fora wander across
the Lakeland fells.

Whatlinstantly noticed was that
this 'sack is simple, clutter-free and
effective. Betterstill, it feltgreaton
my back, without hindering my
movement. But what about that air-
filled lumbar pad? It certainly added
some extra supportand provided
a closerfitaround thelumbararea.
Did I really need it, though? I'm not
exactly sure. However, that may just
be down to my square body shape.
It might make more of a difference
support-wise to people with more
of a curvein the small of their back.
So forme, whileitwas an interesting
feature, itdidn't feel that different to

astandard ‘sack. Butifyour figure
is more curvy | would definitely
recommend a try.

However, | was really impressed
with the rest of the rucksack. | loved
the attention to detail, the huge lid
pocket, the extended mitt-friendly
zip pullers and combination of wand
pockets and compression straps.
This is an incredibly comfortable
rucksack with an equally impressive
setof features. Itis superb forhard
backpacking, carrying loads around
20kg. And ifyou don't need the most
durable fabrics, do check out the
other packs in therange thatlack the
pump-action lumbar pad, as they
arelowerin weightand price. That
said, ifyou are having trouble getting
a greatfit, orif you want the most
durable fabrics, then the TFX Summit
65+15 could be perfect pack forany
serious backpacker.

Clearly, thereis still a need for a
wide range of rucksacks to suitour
various shapes, sizes and needs. And
when a 'sackis loaded up fora week
of backpacking, it's still going to be
heavy... until Lowe Alpine comes up
with an even betteridea! i

_ An impressive rucksack:
but did the pump-action
_ lumbar pad do its job?

Price £200

Capacity 65-80 litres

Fabric NHC330 ripstop nylon,
N630 nylon, Ballistic
Features TFX Torso Fitback
system incl. Torso Micro

Adjust Lumbar Pad; twin main
compartments; side compression
straps; extending lid converts to
bum bag; hydration system-
compatible; harness GPS pocket;
rain cover

Weight 32209

Made inVietnam

unique pump-action

lumbar pad; built for
carrying big loads overlong
distances; exceptionally
durable fabrics; superb fit;
wonderfully comfortable

some 'sacks in the Lowe
Alpine range of this capacity
arelighter; you may not
benefit from thelumbar pad
if the pack actually fits you in
this area anyway

superb pack for those who
need durability along with
the best fitand comfort
adjustmentaround the
lumbarregion

Stockist details - tel. (01539)
740840; www.lowealpine.co.uk




