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et 's  face i t ,  fo lks,  each and
everyoneof us is  a d iFFerent
s ize and shape. So expec[ ing

one rucksack to f i  t  us a I  I  is  a bou t  as
l ikelyas being ableto packa rucksack
fo ra  week  o twa l k i ng  t ha twe ighs
l p < .  l h a r  ( k o  V e t  n r o  m : r  I  f z r L J f e T

hopes to change that  percept ion.
For the f  i rs t  t ime, Lowe Alpine
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be mou deci  to your body shape
wh i l eyo r . r  a rewea r ,ng .1 .  A  l yo -
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paddlng expands to f i Iyour body,  no
ma f  l e l  wha l  shaPe  i t  15 .56un6 t
t an tas t ; c ,  doesn  r  t ?  B l r does ; -
actual  y work? |  took a t r ip to the
Kendal  of f  ices of  Lowe Alpine [o get
a . . i l :  n f c d  \ ^ / r f h  f h i <  l e f c < l

innovat ion in backpacking.
First ly ,  my back lenglh was

measured and the rucksack's back
Length was adlusted accordingly.
Then  I  pu t  t on  and  t he  h i p  ano
shoulder st raps were a so adjusted
This was incredib ly s im ple and i t  is
r .  c  f n : f  I  r o 1  l y p n p 6 o r l p l - o 6 j  J [ g

1 1 r q  1 o [ a r r ,  ' o n [ l h i s  s a , I r q , h e

Torso Fi t  back system which al  ows
you  t o  a l t e r  t he  l umba r  pad  t o  su i t

yourown back prof  i le .  You pump up
a hipbel t  bulb to tee the increased
size of  the lumbar pad,  or  hold i t
pressed in [o re lease the pressure.
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days .  hav  r - g :een  enough ' l r f e
changing' ideas to make me wonder
why  I  am  s t i l { hav ing  l o  wea ra
rucksack a I  a I  l .  Su re ly [here m ust  be a
be[ ter  method oF haul ing gearacross
the  moun [a i ns  by  now !So  I  l oaded
the pack wi th ten[s and s leeping
bags and wentfora wanderacross
the Lakeland te l ls .

Wha t  I  i n s tan tLy  no t i ced  was  t ha t
lh i< 'sa. l ,  is  s in 'n le r l r r f  rer- f rpe ano
c t t c r r i v c .  Be t l e r s  i l l .  I  [ e  r  o rea ton
my back,  wi thouI  h inder ing my
movemenr .  BJ r  wha I  dbo - r  l hd I  d i l
t l l l ed  l umba r  pad?  l t ce r t a i n l y  added
some extra supportand provided
a  c l ose r f  i I a round  [ he  l umba ra rea .
Did I  real ly  need i t ,  though? l 'm not
exact ly  sure.  However,  that  may just

bo dowr^ -o my square body shape.
I t  might  make more of  a d i f  ference
-  t a l n r f  \ ? / . ( a  f .  n o ^ n  c ' r ,  - h  

m O t e

o[ a curve in the smal l  of  their  back.
So  t o r  ̂  o ,  wh ' l e  t l  wo :  a r -  l r e re \ t i ng
feature,  l t  d idn' t  feel  thatdi t terent  to

a standard 
'sack.  

But  i fyour f igure
is more curvy lwould def in i te ly
recommend a t ry.

However, I was really impressed
with the restot the rucksack.  L ioved
[he at tent ion to detai l ,  the huge l id
pocket ,  theextended mit t  Fr iendly
z i p  pu l l e r s  and  comb ina [ i on  o f  wand
pockets and compression straps.
This is  an incredib y comfortab e
r lc f  sac k wiLh an eqla lJy impress ve
' e ,  n l  I t r a l l , r o '  l r  .  s ' r op ' h  f o .  ha ' d
backpacking,  carry ing loads around
20k9. And i tyou don' [  need the most
durable fabr ics,  do check out  the
other packs rn the range that  lack the
pump  ac [ i on  l umba rpad ,  as  l hey
are lower in weight  and pr ice.  That
said,  i fyou are having t roub e get [  ng
a great  Fi t ,  or  i f  you wanl  the mosl
du rab le  f ab r i c s ,  t hen  t heTFXSummi t
A(+ 1 ( rnL r lrl ho norFort n:rlz Fnr" - - - ' - - - a f V
serous backpacker.

Clear lv  I  here s st  l l  , ,  need For a
wide ra nge of  rucksacks to s u l t  ou r
var ious shapes,  s izes and needs.  And
when a 'sackis loaded up fora week
of backpacking,  i [ 's  sI i l l  go]ng to be
heavy . . .  un t i l  LoweA lp i necomes  up
with an even betrer  idealE
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Capacity 65 80 litres
Fabr ic NHC330 r ips[op nylon,
N630 ny1on, Ba l is t ic
FeaturesTFXTorso Fit back
sys[em lnc . Torso 4,4]cro
Ad just  Lumbar Pad; twln main
,  . m e  d - l  m a .  .  d 6 .  ,  r n t a q s  n n

< f r : . <  o v f o n d i ^ ^  i d . ^ . \ / o r f <  f ^

bum bag,  hydra l ion  sys [ - .m
.omn: l rh la  h : rno<s aPq nn.La f

ra in  cover
Weight 32209
Made inV ie lnam

!  u n  q u e  p u m p  a c t  o n' " i "  
l u m b a r p a d ;  b u  l t f o r
car ry ing  b ig  loads  over  long
d s tances ;  excepI iona] ly
r l  r r h l c - F r h r i r c  c r  n o r h  F  r

wonder[u ly  comFortable

some'sacks n the Lowe
A l P t ^ o ' a n g o o r '  s ' a P a '  | )
are ighter ;you may noi
bene[] [  f rom the umbarpad
l I  the pack actual  y F ts you in
[h s area anyway

*" superb pack For those who
* need durabi l  ty  a long wi th

thebes t f t andcomto r t
adjustment around the
lumba r  r eg ion

Stockist details - te . (0T 539)
740840; www.lowealp ne.co.uk
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