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TFX10 in Patagonia

Date:
29/06/2009

To:
Martyn Hurn, Lowe Alpine

From:
Marcus Loane

RE:
Comments regarding usage of TFX10 and the Expedition 75:95 pack in Patagonia

Dear Martyn,

I understand that the new SS10 pack range would have been released at the ISM already and I am sure that the salesman samples would already be on their way out to reps all over the world but with the trade shows coming up I thought that perhaps it may be of some use to have my comments regarding the TFX10 harness and the Expedition 75:95 pack as well as some photos of the pack in use.  I am unsure about any changes between the sample pack I have (labelled SS10/T/HAS/5 TFX Expedition 75:95) and the planned production models but I will let you know my thoughts on the performance of the sample pack I have after much use.
Introductory comments
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I have been living in Argentinean Patagonia since early December 2008.  The majority of my time has been in the mountains climbing snow, ice and rock routes.  I was living and climbing around El Chalten in Southern Patagonia on the Fitz Roy and Cerro Torre massifs from December to March and then I have moved to San Carlos de Bariloche in Northern Patagonia from April to present.  Generally in Southern Patagonia the routes require lengthy approach walks carrying heavy loads to establish a camp closer to the commencement of the desired route.  On these load carrying trips, I often found that even my favourite 80L Pack was not large enough and I was attaching gear (and sometimes another daypack) to the outside which, obviously, made the carrying comfort less than desirable (as seen in photo to right hiking across glacier towards Cerro Torre base camp).
Initial Reaction
On receiving the box containing the sample Expedition 75:95 pack on 1st April, I initially thought there had been some mistake (perhaps an April Fool’s prank?) because the package did not appear to be heavy enough to contain the type of load-hauling pack I was expecting.  Upon opening the package and releasing all of the compression straps, I was very excited to find an extremely large but what felt like a very light weight pack; perfect for the style of load hauling I had been doing over the previous 4 months.  Naturally, I was sceptical that a pack this light would have enough support to comfortably carry the heavy loads expected.
In Use

I have now used this pack for 3 months on about 7 or 8 separate climbing expeditions and it really is a pleasure to carry.  I will now discuss the harness and then the pack features separately as I assume that the same harness may be used on other packs with different configurations:
Harness
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Wow! This is easily the most comfortable pack harness I have ever worn.  The TFX10 back panel was very simple to adjust for my back length and then, once completely adjusted, the harness would hug my back and hips perfectly.  
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The hip belt is extremely simple to adjust with the forward pull action.  I was a little concerned at first about the strength and the durability of the side release buckle at the waist (pictured right) as it does not seem quite as chunky as most side release buckles I have used in this critical position and it is the one that I have had the most trouble with on other packs but after 3 months use it has not slipped or unclipped itself at any point.  Durability is hard to tell at this point in time but it seems to be holding up just fine.  I like very much that the way this strap attached at the front of the hip belt padding with simple ladder locks.  It makes the waist belt is so very easy to tighten up AND to loosen off which I have had trouble with on the waist belt of other packs.  This buckle has far exceeded the initial expectations I had for it.
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Once the pack is adjusted correctly, the waist belt really does hug my hips better than any pack I have used before and once it is in this position the bottom stabiliser at the back part of the waist belt (pictured right) appears to change very little.
The firmness of the foam used in the waste belt, lumber support, scapular plate and shoulder straps really seems perfect and the shoulder straps sit very comfortably.
Pack Features

The sample Expedition 75:95 pack itself has many features that I really like.  The main pocket in the hood of the pack is huge.  This gives ample room for important gear needed without requiring opening of the main pack compartment.  The little pocket underneath the hood is a great place to stash the topos or guide book etc.  I like that it is very simple to raise this hood mountaineering style when taking the monster loads or buckle it down extra sturdy when in normal usage.
Having side release buckles on all of the compression straps is absolutely fantastic.  The compression straps work perfectly as compression straps but the side release buckles give them the added advantage of being very flexible for attaching (and removing) additional equipment to the sides quickly and easily.
The side panel of the pack also includes very simple and very sturdy slots for skis and a slot for the poles.  I like that they are very well reinforced on the top where it is needed.  There are no visible signs of wear on these attachments and I do not expect any as they appear to be bombproof.
The attachment for ice tools is very simple and works well with gloves on.  The base of the pack is also extra reinforced with slots for the axes to take some of the extra pain that the tools can exert.
The fact that the grab handle above the harness is extra large has come in useful many times and I often find myself using the other great reinforced handle at the base of the front of the pack.  Although I have always dismissed them as a bit of a silly idea, I have even found myself using the little GPS/Mobile phone pocket on the shoulder strap as it fits my mobile perfectly and allows very quick access when in range.

There are many fantastic features all over the pack which I like and I haven’t mentioned them all here because many of these are now expected on a high quality Lowe Alpine pack.

Features not included

I tried to think of features that I like from other large packs or that I would like incorporated into a large pack which are not included in this one and I have trouble thinking of any.  Sometimes it is quite handy to have access directly into the bottom of the pack without going through the top but I would prefer not to have this if the weight added is significant or if it compromises the waterproofing.
My Favourite Things about this pack
It should be obvious by my previous comments that I have been extremely impressed by this pack.  I will now try and list in order the 5 things that I like most about this pack.

1. Comfort
This has to be the most comfortable pack I have ever worn.  The load somehow feels at least 30% lighter than the same load in another pack.

2. Weight

Obviously closely related to comfort but this is a separate and important point.  I do not know the actual weight of this pack but my general impression is that it is much lighter than other large packs built to carry heavy loads that I have used previously.

3. Waist belt adjustment

It is very easy to get the waist belt very tight and it is also very easy to release the waist belt.  Much easier than on all of my previous packs (including both backward and forward pulling waist belts)

4. Side release buckles on compression straps

I just love the versatility this allows for carrying all sorts of additional equipment and getting it on and off quickly.

5. Size of top pocket

It appears to be absolutely huge and allows me more space than I am used to for keeping things that I like to have at the ready without having to go into the main compartment.  For the first time I can store my binoculars and camera along with all of the other “top-pocket” items and there is still plenty of room.
In conclusion
Please feel free to cut and use any of the above comments or any of the photos attached as much as you like for promoting Lowe Alpine products.
We are still looking forward to seeing you and your family down here some time in the next few years.

Kind Regards,

Marcus Loane in Patagonia
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